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France, millh>naire

the tainted atmosphere of a house of correction?Impossible. Or into a very severeboarding school?
Years ago in France statesmen and

judges bet up a bad boys' boarding school,
severe beyond all others. Though not
spoken of inxpublic, it grew famous in
rich families. But as time passed abuses
erew up. and the famous "Paternal
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OUTDONE IN MODERN
DE CACHET AT THE
CNTS AND GUARDIANS
RICES OF THE"PATERPRAY.PATRONIZEDBY
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RE THERE AMERICANS
IDS' BASTILE?

»

House" of Jiettray developed into a kids'
Bastille for venal guardians and cruel
parents.
And yesterday a tragic scandal made,

the name of Mettray stink all over
Europe.

It began with a troupe of English dancinggirls in music halls. The girls were
younger, prettier and more refined than
usual, so that to the strange charm of the
Anglo-Saxon maiden for any Frenchman

> they added an only half-spoiled ingen.uousness that might easily stand for naturalsympathy with a hobbledehoy of six'teen.
#

* *

The troupe was at Marseille. in the
case of one boy of family it became an

idvl. afternoon carriage rides, leas and
candy showered on seventeen-year-old
Graeie. She knew that the boy was cuttingclasses, but not that he had sold his
books and watch!
The boy surely deserved punishment;

r»,«nm lines of Virgil to copy and be kept
in for a month. But no.this father
doubtless knew his son better than you?.
the punishment was six months for a
starter in the solitary confinement cells
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of Met tray, the prison of rich bad boys!
Locked in his roll. yards Jong by 2^i

yards wide, the boy began by knocking i
loud, until the jailers rame to say tbat
it" be kept It up lie woulrf be tied and
thrown into a dark cell so situated that i
his knocking would trouble 110 one. So
the kid became silent. i
He became silent forever, because, in <

the morning, they found that he had 1
hanged himself from the bars of his cell i
window. 1
Although this death disembarrassed an

honorable French family of a b'ack sheep
who would probably have wasted its moneywhen he grew tip. the management and
directorate of the Paternal House were i
much annoyed when the story began get- 3
ting into the Tours papers.

* t
* <

The scandal for the family! It would {
he difficult to call it a natural death. Of ^
course, they would try; but no. it was too f
late. The parquet tpublic prosecutor's j
office also serving as coronert of Tours
found itself obliged to act. French jus- ^
tic? laid hands unexpectedly on letters, t
papers and witnesses proving that the 1
"severe school" or "school of repression" t
founded by Demetz and Bretignleres de c

Coueteilles had become a kids' bastille, r

where Nicholas Niekelbv was being out- s

dune daily in the persons of some fifty t
rich bad bot-s front all parts of France. i

and. it is said. America and England.
How could an American boy be yanked I

off on a lettre de cachet to solitary, con- I
ttnement in a French prison cell by a r
hard-hearted stepmother, guardian or e
parent? 1
Above the age of twenty-one we have t

had scions of great American houses l
locked up during years, even, in the gar- 1
dens of Maisons de Sante on "adtninis- s
trative order," though admittedly in possessionof their faculties; but it was regularlya concession to their mohey, permittingtliem to escape something worse.

One can go too far in raising Cain, even
in Paris. In the case of two sons of a

famous New York millionaire they lived
thus willingly confined for their own

good, going out on weekly splurges accompaniedby keepers and highly expen'
sdve.
But boys jailed without law process?

FVench law nro\'ides for such lettres de
cachet. but issued by a ward judge. When
a father has "grave cause to be discontentedwith the conduct of a child" under
sixteen, article .'17«5 of the civil > ode allows
the ward tribunal no discretion. It 1s
bound, on the father's simple demand, to
grant an order for tlie kid's "arrest and
detention" for a period not exceeding one
month.

*
* *

Article "77 lengthens the imprisonment
to six months when the son is above sixteenand under twenty-one, but the judge
must confer witli the public prosecutor
before issuing the warrant, and together
they may refuse it or shorten the period.

In any case, bv article .'*7* there is
never to be any writing' or formalities,
nor shall the motives of the arrest be
set down even in the warrant.
Those are as near to lettres de cachet

as the law of the present French republicgoes. arid, strong as they seem, they
had nothing to do with the putting away
of the sixteen-year-old-boy of Marseille
v.ho committed suicide in ltis cell at Mettray.
"The articles of the code provide for

putting boys in prisons, houses of detentionor correction of the state for short
periods mne to six months)." answers the
board of directors of Mettrav. "They do
not concern us."
And would you like to know how they

prove it? Listen to the terrible Senator
Berenger. who, being on the board, is
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hound to defend the establishment, even
though he may not have known what
abuses tainted it:
"At Mettray it is not a question of repressinga rebellious boy." says the life

senator, "but of employing a means of
education. The boys pursue their studiesat Mettray. Now. you cannot count
r»n their reforming and preparing their
baccalaureate examinations to enter the
in ivers it y in one month or six. Therefore
the art'icles do not affect us."

*
* *

"The warrant is necessary to send a rebelliouschild to a public prison, but
Vfettray is essentially private," continues
M. Georges Pieot, perpetual secretary of
he Academy of Political and Moral Sciences,another director of the kids' Rasille."I cannot see the necessity of a

ildge's order to arrest, as we have a

ree contract with the father, exercising
lis paternal power."
"The doors of the Paternal House,

which in strict law, note well, we have
he right to close against every one.
lave been opened to the judges of Tours."
ulds Prof. Berthelemv of the law faculty
>f Paris, third) great man of this directo

ate."It is true that the prisons in-
sptviiuu i-umiiiission nas oeen reruseu en

ranco.Evidently Met tray Is not to lie
onfounded with a common prison."
"It cannot be too often repeated that

tfettray is a house of education and tiptrinsring,"concludes the fourth and
nost Illustrious of this directorate of
igrht or nine.the remainder, being tinmownto fame, were doubtless the really
tctive ones. He is Alphon6e Chordon.
laron de Courcei, former ambassador to
England. and president of the Bering
itrait arbitration commission.
"Six professors prepare the students for
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the baccalaureate." explains Harnn <1"
Fourcel. "Each student has a-- maximum
of two hours* lessons per day. The professors.lodged and fed in a separate
villa, are paid salaries of front $0 to SI"
per month. They never know the names
of their pupils, whom they must address
hv their numbers, yes. the students of
Mettray have taken their bachelor's degree."

*
*

As few l»oys pass their baccalaureate
before nineteen years of aye. this is a confessionthat young prisoners of Mettray
have lived one. two or more years at it

stretch in its solitary confinement cells.
But for the undoubted facts of the recentinvestigation by the magistrates of

Tours the details would he difficult to
believe. The rich had boys' bastille has
sixty cells.and sixty boys. Fifty of
these cells measure three yards long by
two and one-half yards wide; and they
are lighted by a small hatred window at
a height of six feet above the floor.
"in order that the student may not be
troubled by exterior sights."
In these cells the boys pass their time.
The "professor?" oom° and give the

kid his lesson in his cell.
The kid eats alone iu his cell.
And. to rub it in on the rich bail boy

that he is in jail, th meals are fetche 1
by house of correction kids,in characteristiccostume, jailed till their majority in
the adjoining and far more famous penitentiaryand agricultural colony of Mettray.These are iVKi boys acquitted as
irresponsible "by lack of discernment." or
as first offenders, of crimes that would
otherwise send thorn to department prisonsor central penitentiaries. They do not
live in cells. They till the lields, learn
trades, eat. sleep, run and play in hands!
"Lucky house of correction kids!" say
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the »ioh had liojft-whti have never been tfbefore a judge! SlDo you know what their recompenses jjforgood conduct are.the rich, bad boys
or Mettray? Listen to the confidential
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"The regime is so gentle so really patcrnal,that the administration lias re- to

served six eells specially, called cells of w
recompense, affected to the most meritori- di
nits students. These cells are four yards nt
long (instead of tlireei and three yards tli
aide (instead of two and one-half); and
lie window is situated at. the height of re
four and one-half feet above tiie floor ha
Instead of sixi." ti<
"Boys lik" change," laughed one of flie as

varders before the magistrates of Tours, \-i
It takes so little lo make thpm happy!"- ve
Do they really spend all their time in an

solitary prison cell confinement, you will inj
isk in horror. t
All hut two hours daily. Ti
This is the hygienic promenade. Fr
Eaeli rich jailed boy must walk two if

lours daily through the romantic coun- er<
ryside of the Garden of France, the ett
anks of the Loire. Jeweled with the ids- ela
oric chateaux that a thousand American co<
amiiies visit yearly in hired automobiles, a
lie fair land of old Touraine.Amhoise. th<
.oehes. Chenonc-eaux, en route for Blois! gu
It Is just possible that observant tour- an<
ds quitting the ruined donjon of Semlancavor tlie Celtic dolmen of Mettray
lay have noticed, liere and there, a siniesmartly dressed French boarding
ehooi hoy. in characteristic blue liroadlothand brass buttons, doing a smart -p-.aik along the highway. He would be
?marl:able by reason of his solitary comanion-a big( jail warder! re'

"The rules exact that the students of
lettray he constrained to absolute silence sai
uring the two hours" walk which a wet! yer
nderstood hygiene accords them daily.
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m

ntlary colony) only arc capable of aeirinjithat this rule b"> resp'rt«d." ru"*
ic defense of Baron de Oourcel and hi*
How directors.
The ominous inves) lira t Ion Is nenrlino-
>forp the judges of Tours.
It is possible that the Illustrious senars,academicians and ex-ambassadors
ho allowed their names to stand on the
rctorate took it for granted that all
ust he well.and were ignorant of much
at passed at Vfettray.
Meanwhile, however, the scandalous
relations of the Tours and Paris dallies
ive intlamed the more sentimental s«,

>nof the French public to Indignationrainst rhe kids' bastille.and against the
ndictive parents and. it is alleged,
nul guardians who pay between ***»
d per year for each boy's Jaili.andinstruction.
A'hat is one to think of stich parents?
lat there are not over fifty such fa
ance.including Krglisn and Am -r.cans,
any. A Paris weekly given to genmikindignations.the notorious Aasfeau Beurre.insinuates, from certain
uses in the prospectus, that "as the
1e reserves to fathers only the right to
legal warrant of arrest, Mettray offers
? enormous advantage of p:-rmlttinganlians and step-parents to lock u>J educate a boy with money.

AN AMERICAN IN PARISA

CHANCE TO REPENT.
LIHF ROOT, at a dinner in Albany.
praised an Albany lawyer who had

^ently retired. '

He has retired very young." a doctor
d. "It's a characteristic of your law's.Why do you all retire so young?"We want to avoid all risk," said Mr.
ot, "of dying lawyers."
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